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Count System Initiatives Change and Stay the Same

Parts of the 2010 Count System Initiatives (CSI) will be
extended through fiscal year 2012, and other parts will be
modified under an agreement between the USPTO and
POPA to take effect Oct. 1,2011.

One modification replaces the FY 2011 provision for
individual adjustments relating to requests for continued
examination, or RCEs. In FY 2010 and FY 2011, the agency
sought to reduce the number of counts in RCE applications.
To avoid harming examiners in the process, the USPTO and
POPA agreed to a system that depended on an examiner’s
number of RCE first action on the merits (FAOMs) relative
to the examiner’s total number of FAOMs. Under the
original 2010 Count System Initiatives agreement signed on
Nov. 3,2009, examiners who did more than 27 percent
RCEs would receive an additional time adjustment, on top
of the 2.0 hours per balanced disposal (BD) of the
agreement.

The calculations of each examiner’s individual RCE
adjustment were burdensome. Agency data showed that the
average hours/BD including RCE adjustment for examiners
in FY 2011 was approximately 2.34 hours/BD. Therefore,
POPA and the agency agreed to replace the individual RCE
adjustment calculation with an across-the-board 2.5 hour
increase for each utility and plant examiner’s expectancy in
the new fiscal year and 0.75 hour for designs examiners.

To ensure that examiners are not harmed by the 2012
count system relative to any aspect of performance, the
agreement includes continuation of the safety net provision.
The safety net enables measurement of an examiner’s
performance under both the previous count system and the

Nominations for POPA
Elected Positions

The nomination period for POPA’s elected officers and
delegates opens Sept. 30,2011, and ends at close-of-business
(5 pm.) on Oct. 15,2011. Nomination forms will be available
on the POPA website, www.popa.org, the morning of
Sept. 30.

The 42 positions open for nomination are as follows:

M 10 Delegates from the Chemical Area

B 17 Delegates from the Electrical Area

B 8 Delegates from the Mechanical and Business Methods
Areas

B 2 Delegates from Designs and Other Areas combined.

B 5 POPA officers, to be elected from the membership at

large: President, Vice President, Secretary, Assistant

Secretary, and Treasurer. (continued on page 2)

CSI system. The examiner then will receive benefit of the
better of the performance measurements under the 2012
count system or the previous count system. Examiners and
supervisors, however, do not have the choice or option of
which system to use; the system with the better result for the
examiner relative to the performance issue at hand will be
used.

POPA and the USPTO also agreed that the maximum
number of RCEs that an examiner would have to do for
reduced credit, i.e., 1.75 or 1.5 counts, under the
performance appraisal plan will be one every other biweek,
as RCEs remain on the examiner’s special new case docket.
And the oldest special new case must be moved (on
average) once every other biweek for performance appraisal
plan purposes.

If, however, the USPTO directs an examiner to do an
RCE before the ceiling control date for that application, the
employee will receive two counts for that application.

To see the 2012 Extension Agreement and the original
2010 Count System Initiatives Agreement, go to
www.popa.org, click on Useful Info/Agreements/Count
System Initiatives (CSI).

Employees Go the Extra Mile
oping With COPA

In a time of frozen salaries and tight budgets, the
dedicated examiners and other patent professionals of the
USPTO have shown once again why they are its greatest
asset. The agency recently announced that the primary goal
of the COPA initiative (Clearing the Oldest Patent
Applications)—to move 235,000 of the oldest pending
patent applications—has been reached. In fact, employees
are well on the way to helping the agency move 245,000 or
even 255,000 cases by the end of fiscal year 2011.

Achievement of the COPA goal means that all
employees working under the commissioner of Patents and
having fully successful performance will receive a $700
award with an additional award of $150 for achievement of
the 245,000 case goal and an additional $150 for reaching
the 255,000 goal. Reaching the COPA goal represents a
monumental effort on the part of employees to help the
agency move toward its ultimate goal of reducing the
backlog and achieving pendency of 10 months to first action.

Attaining this COPA milestone, however, has not been
without a few bumps in the road. There has been some
confusion among managers and employees as to the

(continued on page 3)
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Nominations for POPA

(continued from page 1)

How to Nominate a Candidate

Candidates for officers and delegates must be POPA
members in good standing, i.e., current dues-paying
members. Nominations for an officer shall be by petition
stating the position sought, signifying the nominee’s
willingness to serve, and signed by at least 15 dues-paying
POPA members.

Nominations for an area delegate shall be by petition
stating the nominee’s organizational area to be represented,
signifying the nominee’s willingness to serve, and signed by
at least five dues-paying members from that same
organizational area.

For either type of nominating petition, nominees are
recommended to obtain more than the minimum number of
signatures in case one or more signatures are disqualified for
not being that of a dues-paying member. The candidate may
sign his or her own petition to count toward the minimum
number of signatures needed.

Completed nominating petitions may be turned into any

member of the Election Committee or to POPA Secretary
Kathleen Duda. All members of the Election Committee are
dues-paying members who do not hold and are not seeking
elected POPA office. Members of the Election Committee
will be listed on the bottom of the nominating petition and
at www.popa.org under “Elections.”

If you wish to vote in the election or sign a nominating
petition and are not a dues-paying member, you may contact
any POPA representative for a dues deduction form. You
may also download a form from www.popa.org by clicking
on “Join POPA.” Return completed dues deduction forms to
any POPA officer or area delegate. To nominate someone or
to be nominated, you must return your dues deduction
form—Standard Form 1187—by close of business on
October 15.

The ballot will also list a write-in option for each elected
position.

Constitutional Amendment Proposed

The ballot will also include a proposed amendment to
the POPA constitution. Article 10, section 5 of the
constitution currently reads: (continued on next page)

1. Only members in good standing may vote. This means
your FY 2011 dues have been paid or you are currently
on the payroll deduction program as of 5 p.m. Oct. 15,
2011.

2. Members of the bargaining unit who wish to vote in the
election must submit a signed dues deduction form to a
member of the Election Committee by 5 p.m. Oct. 15,
2011. Employees should keep a photocopy of their dues
form in the event of a challenge or any question regard-
ing their eligibility to vote.

3. The election shall be conducted by secret ballot.

4. A ballot will be mailed to the last known address of
each dues-paying member. The accuracy of the mailing
address is the responsibility of the member.
Confirmation of your current address or change-of-
address requests can be sent to
popa_election_2011@verizon.net.

5. All dues-paying members may vote for officers but may
only vote for area delegates from their own organiza-
tional area, e.g., Chemical, Mechanical, Electrical or
Designs & Others.

6. Avoid making any extraneous marks, signatures, initials,
etc., on the ballot or return envelopes, which could serve
as a personal identifier. Such marks may nullify your
ballot.

7. Ballots marked with more than the maximum number
of votes permitted will be nullified.

8. Members are permitted to run both as an area delegate
and as an officer, however, they may serve in only one
position. If a candidate runs for more than one position

2011 POPA Election Rules

and is elected to more than one position, the candidate
must select which position to serve in.

9. Election of officers shall be by a plurality of the vote.
Election of delegates shall be by a plurality of the vote
where election of delegates within each organizational
area shall be determined by ranking the candidates by
the number of votes received and choosing a sufficient
number of the highest vote getters to equal the number
of vacancies in the organizational area.

10. The candidates for officers and area delegates will
appear on the ballots in randomly selected order with
an asterisk (*) denoting an incumbent.

11. Write-in candidates are permitted. A write-in candidate
for an officer must receive at least fifteen (15) votes to
be eligible for election. A write-in candidate for an area
delegate must receive at least five (5) votes to be eligi-
ble for election.

12. Any candidate may appoint an observer for the elec-
tion. Candidates may serve as their own observer or
appoint an observer who is a member in good standing
of the association. The observer may observe the
counting of the ballots but shall in no way interfere
with the balloting and ballot-counting procedures or
with the individuals carrying out the ballot-counting
procedures. An observer shall not handle any of the
ballots. No observer shall be left unattended with the
election ballots.

For additional rules or guidelines please see the POPA
Constitution and Standing Rules at www. popa.org.
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Nominations for POPA

(continued from page 2)

“A majority of the Executive Committee shall constitute
a quorum for the transaction of business at any Executive
Committee meeting. A majority of the President’s
Committee shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of
business at any President’s Committee meeting.”

The amendment would change the first words, “A
majority,” to “Forty percent.” The POPA Executive
Committee recommends approval of this proposed
constitutional amendment.

Due to the growth of the POPA bargaining unit and the
POPA Executive Committee, in addition to the increase in
teleworking among POPA bargaining unit members, it has
been increasingly difficult to reach a quorum at regular
Executive Committee meetings, which limits the
association’s ability to conduct business and vote on time-
sensitive matters such as labor agreements and arbitrations.
If approved, the proposed change would reduce the number
necessary for a quorum from 22 to 17, and enhance the
ability of the POPA Executive Committee to transact
necessary business in a timely manner.

Secret Balloting

The mail-in balloting will be open for 21 days. Ballots
will be mailed to dues-paying members on Oct. 31,2011, and
must be received at the special election return post office
box by 9 a.m. on Nov. 22,2011, to be counted as an official
ballot.

All balloting will be secret, as required by the U.S.
Department of Labor and POPA’s constitution. The ballots
completed by members will be mailed to a post office box
managed by Election Services Solutions, an independent
election contractor, which will also be responsible for
counting the ballots and reporting the results of the election
to the Election Committee.

Voting will be open only to dues-paying POPA mem-
bers. Under the prior in-person voting system, bargaining
unit members could join the union on election day and then
cast their vote the same day. However, under the new
system, bargaining unit members who wish to vote must join
the union by completing a Standard Form 1187 dues
deduction form and submitting it to POPA by the end of the
nominating period at close-of-business on Oct. 15,2011.

Because ballots will be mailed to dues-paying members,
POPA must have accurate home mailing addresses for all
members. To ensure proper receipt of their ballots, POPA
dues-paying members must contact POPA with their home
addresses if they have moved within the last three years or if
they wish to confirm their proper address. Members can
email their change-of-address requests to
popa_election_2011@verizon.net.

Coping with COPA

(continued from page 1)

parameters of the COPA initiative. In his recent blog, COPA
project leader George Elliott, group director in Technology
Center 1600, reminded everyone of the following provisions
of the COPA program that the agency and POPA had
agreed upon:
B COPA is a voluntary effort—while management always
retains the right to assign work, with respect to COPA work
shifts, cases from a “foreign” docket will be assigned only to
examiners who are willing to take them.
B COPA cases may not be assigned to examiners on the
signatory programs. If an examiner goes on the program and
has COPA cases on his or her docket and is still under a
learning curve, those cases must be removed and reassigned
to another examiner. If examiners request COPA cases
while on the program, they must be informed that they will
be held accountable for errors in those cases and that all
cases with qualifying actions are reviewable, whether COPA
shift cases or not.
B When cases are assigned to examiners, examiners must be
told up front what their learning curve is for those cases. A
special form has been provided for this purpose. The
examiner should be given a copy and the supervisor or
technology center should keep a copy for the record.
M The agency will continue to take advantage of the
results of the examiner COPA questionnaire that was
completed earlier in the year to identify examiners who are
willing to work on COPA cases from outside their normal
dockets.

POPA congratulates all of our hard-working bargaining
unit members who have gone the extra mile in helping the
USPTO reach its COPA goal.

(]
Are You Getting Your
o ] @ (] ’
Continving Applications?

While assignment of work is ultimately a management
right, examiners should, nevertheless, normally receive their
continuing applications. If you receive a continuation or
divisional application or a request for continued application
(RCE) that clearly should belong to another examiner, i.e.,
another current examiner did the prior work in the RCE
application or the parent application of a continuation or
divisional application, contact that examiner to inquire
about transferring it before you act on the application. If
that examiner agrees to take the application, contact your
supervisor to have the application transferred.

If your supervisor doesn’t cooperate, contact your
POPA delegate or POPA Vice President Howard Locker
(howard.locker@uspto.gov) or POPA Grievance Director
Dave Fenstermacher (david.fenstermacher@uspto.gov) for
assistance.
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If Employee Relations Wants to See You, Contact POPA

If You are Being Investigated

If you are called into a meeting in which the agency is
investigating possible disciplinary action against you, prior to
the meeting’s start the USPTO must inform you of the
general nature of the meeting and of your right to POPA
representation. (See the POPA Collective Bargaining
Agreement, Article 4, Section 8.A, at www.popa.org). You
also have the right to request union representation as soon
as you believe that disciplinary action may result from the
meeting (Article 4, Section 8.B).

If you request a POPA representative, the agency is
obligated to wait a reasonable time to allow you to contact
POPA and secure representation before proceeding with the
meeting (Article 4, Section 8.C).

What should you do if you are called into a meeting and
informed of your right to POPA representation? Email and
call POPA representatives Howard Locker (howard.locker@
uspto.gov, 571-272-0980) and Gerald Ewoldt (gerald.ewoldt@
uspto.gov, 571-272-0843) immediately. Do not go into the
investigatory meeting alone! If you don’t hear from one of
them directly, please inform one of the other POPA officers
or your local POPA representative.

Patent End-to-End Pilot Rolls Out

A complete redesign of all computer-based patent
examination tools, called the Patent End-to-End project
(PE2E), is underway at the USPTO. This project will
ultimately replace the current automated tools, including the
Image File Wrapper system (IFW), the IFW user interface
known as the “electronic Desktop Application Navigator”
(eDAN), and the EAST and WEST examiner search tools.
The initial phase of the PE2E project will be piloted in the
Central Reexamination Unit (CRU) beginning Oct. 1, 2011,
and continuing through the first quarter of the fiscal year.

During this pilot, the 65 to 75 CRU examiners will
receive a new graphical user interface to replace eDAN. The
project will also convert CRU reexamination files to a more
robust and text based data storage format that will allow
examiners to text search all documents in a patent
application as well as highlight and annotate relevant text
for use later in composition of office actions. A recent
demonstration of the new interface for POPA’s Executive
Committee suggests that these new changes will be welcome
advancements for patent examiners in the CRU and
throughout the patent examining corps.

The redesign will further develop through FY 2012 with
additional rollouts to other parts of the examining corps and
full dissemination of the new tools expected in FY 2015.

Examiners given the new software should get extensive
special training on the new systems. While POPA is still
looking into potential impacts on the bargaining unit, the
union expects that examiners will be provided official time
codes for training time and “catastrophic” software
problems that would otherwise affect their production.

If You are Questioned as a Witness

If the agency calls you into a meeting as a witness in an
USPTO Office of Employee Relations investigation of
another employee or workplace situation, you may request a
POPA representative to accompany you to the meeting.

POPA strongly recommends that employees take
advantage of this right. A witness can turn into a suspect in a
heartbeat depending upon how a question is asked and
answered. Say the wrong thing, and you can become the
focus of an investigation instead of a witness.

If you are called as a witness, email and call Howard
Locker (howard.locker@uspto.gov, 571-272-0980) and
Gerald Ewoldt (gerald.ewoldt@uspto.gov, 571-272-0843)
immediately. If you don’t hear from one of them right away,
inform one of the other POPA officers or your local POPA
representative.

At the witness meeting, the Employee Relations
representative will ask you questions, take notes, and later
draft a statement that you will be asked to review and sign.
Your signing the statement is voluntary, and the statement
itself should indicate that you are signing voluntarily.
Whether you sign the statement or not is your choice. You
cannot be penalized for not signing the statement.

If you choose to sign the statement, you have the right
to change the statement to clarify and/or make the words
your own. Your statement could be used in proceedings
against the subject of the investigation.

JOIN POPA

Patent Office Professional Association

Robert D. Budens, President, (571) 272-0897

Howard J. Locker
Vice President/Director of Adverse Action Challenges
(571) 272-0980

Dr. Kathleen Duda
Secretary/Director of EEO Activities
(571) 272-1383

Pamela R. Schwartz, Assistant Secretary/
Director of Unfair Labor Practices
(571) 272-1528

Randy Myers, Treasurer, (571) 272-7526
David Fenstermacher, Director of Grievances, (571) 272-7102

Letters from readers are welcome. Address to:
The Editor, Patent Office Professional Association,

P.O. Box 25287, Alexandria, VA 22313

Visit us on the Web at http://www.popa.org
© 2011 Patent Office Professional Association
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Grievance Seeks Fair Compensation for
Faulty Production Calculations

Examiners reported to POPA problems with incorrect
production calculations in PALM, the Patent Application
Locating and Monitoring system, beginning last summer.
POPA and the agency immediately began trying to work out
solutions and agree on fair employee compensation for the
production shortchanges that have apparently existed
unnoticed since PALM was created many years ago. With
those talks stalemated, POPA filed an association grievance
in November to gain adequate employee recompense.

How did the problem come to light after so many
years? The start of the COPA (Clearing Old Patent
Applications) program caused many more examiners to
have cases with different expectancies (hours per balanced
disposal, or hours/BD), known as split dockets. The PALM
problem only comes into play when examiners have
multiple expectancies and only became noticeable when
employees had significantly different multiple expectancies
such as occurred with the transfer of COPA cases between
examiners, art units and technology centers. For examiners
not on split dockets, i.e., all their cases have the same
expectancy, their quarter and fiscal year production is
correct.

Examiners’ production percentages can differ
significantly depending upon which biweek of the quarter
the work gets turned in and counted if they have cases with
different expectancies. The time during the quarter that

examiners turn in the cases with high expectancy, compared
to cases with lower expectancy, also affects production
calculations.

Each pay period examiners on split dockets must
update their expectancy based on the mix of cases they
worked in the period. The adjusted expectancy is entered
into PALM and PALM does a weighted average calculation.
The pay period is accurate (assuming the adjusted
expectancy has been timely entered into PALM), but the
quarter and fiscal year calculations are not.

PALM calculates an examiner’s production for an
individual pay period by generating a composite goal, which
will generate an accurate reporting of production within the
individual pay periods. What PALM is failing to do is
generate a composite goal for multiple pay periods. This is
why PALM is accurate within a pay period, but inaccurate
for quarterly and yearly production where multiple pay
periods are involved in the calculations.

The example below uses a ratio of hours, not BDs, to
avoid calculating a composite goal for the six pay periods.
Using this methodology to calculate cumulative production
avoids having to generate any composite goals and a simple
ratio of hours will generate an accurate cumulative
production.

In a hypothetical situation, an examiner has 30 counts

(continued on page 2)

Wide-ranging Employee Services Available

Personal Help, Free of Charge

Many employees know that the USPTO offers an
employee assistance program (EAP), but often think that
EAP is only there to help with personal problems such as
substance abuse or depression. Most employees don’t know
that it can help with many everyday problems affecting
many people, saving you time and money and giving peace
of mind.

Confidentiality. State and federal laws require that all
employee interactions with employer-offered assistance
programs remain confidential. By law, your concerns will not
be disclosed to USPTO officials. However, when clients
disclose life-threatening situations, such as child or elder
abuse or threats of serious harm to themselves or others,
counselors legally must report these disclosures.

Financial and Legal Services. Employees can consult

(continued on page 3)

Resources for Your Stage of Life

USPTO employees can contact specialists from
LifeCare, an agency-paid benefit to help you and your
household members better manage daily responsibilities and
life events. Here’s how LifeCare can help.

Get Personalized Referrals. Specialists will help you
find child care, adult care, fitness centers, schools, adoption
resources, home improvement professionals, pet care, and
more—all with confirmed availability.

Request Free Educational Materials. Up-to-date info
on child care and parenting, pregnancy and adoption, adult
care and aging, fitness, losing weight, budgeting, relocation,
college prep, pet care, balancing work and life, and more.

How to Access Interactive Tools. Log on for quick tips,
in-depth articles, webinars, social networks, blogs, podcasts,
audio tips, streaming videos, and more at www.lifecare.com.

(continued on page 3)
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(continued from page 1)

(there are two counts per BD) credited during a quarter—
15 counts at 20 hours/BD and the other 15 at 30 hours/BD.
In order to determine the actual and correct cumulative
production, perform the cumulative production as if it were
one long pay period. For example, if one were to determine
the actual and correct cumulative production for pay periods
1 through 6, follow the calculations below.

Expectancy 1 is 20 hours/BD
Expectancy 2 is 30 hours/BD
Pay Counts Examining
Period Hours
1 5 Counts @ 20 hrs/BD 70
2 Counts @ 30 hrs/BD
2 3 Counts @ 30 hrs/BD 57
3 5 Counts @ 20 hrs/BD 70
2 Counts @ 30 hrs/BD
4 3 Counts @ 30 hrs/BD 71
5 5 Counts @ 20 hrs/BD 62
3 Counts @ 30 hrs/BD
6 2 Counts @ 30 hrs/BD 57
15 Counts @ 20 hrs/BD 387 total
15 Counts @ 30 hrs/BD  hours worked

The above is the data for the calculations below. The
important thing to realize is that a composite goal is never
used in determining the cumulative production. One just
determines the total hours for each of the dockets, then
divides by the actual number of hours worked.

BDs (2 counts/BD)

15/2 = 7.5 BDs in Expectancy 1
15/2 =7.5 BDs in Expectancy 2

BDs x expectancy = Hours
7.5 x 20 = 150 hours
7.5 x 30 = 225 hours

375 hours of
work completed

375 hours of work completed + 387 total hours worked
=.9690 or 96.9% which rounds to 97% production.

PALM would have reported the above cumulative
production as 100.8 percent (rounding to 101 percent)—a
difference of 4 percent due to the way PALM is calculating
cumulative production.

The USPTO has said it cannot fix this easily or quickly.
However, the new USPTO docket management system, just

implemented on Oct. 12,2011, does the math exactly as the
production math should be done, and docket management
calculations are substantially more involved in many
respects.

Although the agency has said it’s willing to fix the
problem and do the math correctly in the future, it is
unwilling to address past production miscalculations that
resulted in shortchanged compensation.

POPA will continue to work with the USPTO to reach a
solution that is equitable to affected examiners. If you
believe you were harmed by PALM’s miscalculations in FY-
2011, please contact David Fenstermacher (2-7102 — Knx
3B07).

Millennium Pay Case
Court Date Set

Though the USPTO and POPA met two times with a
court-appointed mediator over the last several weeks, the
two parties did not reach a settlement. This case stems from
the Federal Labor Relations Authority ruling upholding an
arbitrator’s decision on the agency-union Millennium
Agreement, which required the agency to “provide
substantially equivalent alternatives” when the USPTO
failed to seek a special pay rate increase for POPA-
represented employees in 2003.

The parties are set to meet in federal appeals court Dec.
8 to seek a judicial ruling in the case.

The Millennium Agreement, signed by POPA and the
USPTO in 2001, required the USPTO to request the Office
of Personnel Management to increase the special pay rate
each year to “maintain the 10 percent and 15 percent salary
differentials relative to the updated GS rates.” If OPM does
not approve the agency’s request, the agreement states that
the USPTO must work with POPA to provide substantially
equivalent alternative compensation.

The arbitrator’s decision found for the union and
ordered the parties to work out a “substantially equivalent
alternative.” In view of “the Agency’s improper and illegal
tactics...,” the arbitrator also determined that an
appropriate remedy “should include interest on any money
the employees might receive...” The agency appealed the
arbitrator’s decision to the FLRA, but the FLRA rejected
each aspect of the agency’s appeal and upheld the
arbitrator’s decision. It is the FLRA’s decision that is now
set to be heard before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
D.C. Circuit on Dec. 8.

The remaining three grievances over the same issue for
2004, 2005 and 2006 have been held in abeyance pending the
final outcome of the 2003 case. The agency, however, knows
that a great deal of money is at stake in these four cases and
is planning for that contingency. The USPTO stated in its
2010 annual report, “As of September 30, 2010, management
expects it is reasonably possible that approximately $85,612
thousand may be owed for awards or damages involving
labor relations claims.”





December 2011 POPA NEWS

Wide Rﬂnge of Employee Services (continued from page 1)

Personal Help, Free of Charge (continucd)

for free with financial experts and licensed attorneys for
assistance with living will preparation, health care power of
attorney, housing or real estate matters, estate planning,
education funding, retirement planning, and investment
strategies.

Counseling Services. Licensed or credentialed
professional counselors provide face-to-face, short-term
counseling to employees and family members. Counselors
can also provide referrals to community resources based on
client needs, health insurance coverage, and financial
resources.

Critical Incident Response. Professionally trained
critical incident stress management counselors assist in
managing traumatic situations such as threats, acts of
violence, natural disasters, injury, or death. Employees
receive immediate consultations, services and follow-up as
needed and appropriate.

Convenient Access by Phone or Web. Employees need
only call 800-222-0364 or 888-262-7848 (TTY) from
anywhere in the U.S. to receive immediate assistance, 24
hours a day, 365 days a year. You can also go online to
wwwFOH4You.com for easy access to educational materials,
self-assessment tools, and specific information on available
services.

Resources for Your Stage of Life (conrinucd)
B Log on and look for the “Member Login” box
Not registered yet? Follow the "New Users Sign Up" link
and enter Registration Code: USPTO
B For quick access to the site, simply enter Screen Name:
usptogroup and Password: login (case sensitive)
B Trouble logging in? Call the LifeCare Help Desk:
888-604-9565

Call for Information and Assistance. Call toll-free any
time of the day or night at 800-456-0845. For TDD/TTY
service, call 800-873-1322.

Examples of LifeCare Benefits.
B Geriatric care managers can conduct an agency-paid, in-
person assessment for your aging loved one (limits apply;
contact LifeCare for details)
B A prenatal kit containing free products and information
for expecting parents.
B A child safety kit containing free products and safety
information for parents of children under age three.
B A college kit of products and information to help parents
and their college-bound children manage the transition.
B An adult care kit loaded with free products and helpful
information for seniors and their caregivers.
B A be well kit containing free products and information to
help you live a healthier lifestyle.

Do’s and Don’ts of Unscheduled
Leave and Telework

USPTO employees in the Washington, D.C., area can
follow Office of Personnel Management announcements for
the Washington, D.C., area regarding weather delays,
unscheduled leave, and unscheduled telework as long as the
USPTO is not specifically excluded from the announcement.
You do not need to wait for the USPTO to issue guidance.
You can learn the operating status for the federal
government in the D.C. area by visiting www.opm.gov.

Employees must notify their supervisor to advise them
of their intent to use unscheduled leave. This leave can be
annual leave, earned compensatory time off, earned credit
hours, or leave without pay (LWOP). There is no
requirement to have used all leave before using LWOP.

To do unscheduled telework, you must have a telework
agreement in place and have work that can be performed at
the alternate work site. This option is available to Patents
Telework Program (PTP) and Patent Examiner Laptop
Program participants. Unscheduled telework does not count
against your limit of telework days. For example, if you
teleworked on Monday under the PTP and then an
unscheduled telework day is announced for Friday, you
would be able to telework that day as long as you have work
that you can perform at the alternate work site. As with
unscheduled leave, you must notify your supervisor of your
intent to perform unscheduled telework. (con’t. on page 4)

Show Compassion, Generosity
Through CFC

Each autumn, federal employees are asked to open
their hearts and contribute to the Combined Federal
Campaign. This year marks the 50th
anniversary of the CFC, which has
grown to become the nation’s leading
workplace giving program since its
creation by President John F.

Kennedy.

The CFC gives us the opportunity
to have a positive impact on the lives
of those in need. Many organizations dedicated to improving
people’s lives need your support. This is especially true
today. With the current economic situation, many charitable
organizations are experiencing lower donations and need
your support. Whether you give by payroll deduction or
support one or more of the many CFC bake sales, contests
and other activities, please open your heart and your wallet
and help one or more among the many organizations that
benefit your coworkers, community and nation.

POPA is proud to support the CFC and proud of the
compassion that its bargaining unit members have exhibited
in past years and hope you again will show your generosity.
Thank you for your support of this federal government-wide
effort and for making a difference in the lives of those less
fortunate.
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Attend the

POPA Annual Meeting

Thursday, December 8
11:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.
Madison Auditorium

Meet the new POPA Executive Committee

Learn the latest on workplace issues

Hear from POPA’s officers

AIPLA Discounts for
Patent Examiners

The American Intellectual Property Law Association
(AIPLA) gives USPTO employees deeply discounted
membership, which offers continuing education and
networking opportunities to intellectual property
professionals.

The regular 2011 membership fee is $345 per year. The
USPTO employee annual membership fee is $90.
Participating in AIPLA events can benefit examiners’
careers and improve working relationships between the
examining corps and the patent community.

Employees participating in AIPLA activities must
remember, however, that they must not give the impression
that their comments or opinions in any way represent the
position or policy of the USPTO. They must make clear that
they are only offering their own comments, views and/or
opinions.

For more information, go to www.AIPLA.org.

Do’s and Don’ts (continued from page 3)

Both of these options are in addition to any scheduled
flexibilities you may have, such as a non-work day under the
Increased Flexitime Program.

Direct any questions to POPA Secretary Kathleen
Duda, kathleen.duda@uspto.gov or 571-272-1383.

JOIN POPA

Patent Office Professional Association

Robert D. Budens, President, (571) 272-0897

Howard J. Locker
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(571) 272-0980

Dr. Kathleen Duda
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(571) 272-1383

Pamela R. Schwartz, Assistant Secretary/
Director of Unfair Labor Practices
(571) 272-1528

Randy Myers, Treasurer, (571) 272-7526
David Fenstermacher, Director of Grievances, (571) 272-7102
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The Editor, Patent Office Professional Association,
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